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� Johnson’s dictionary published 

(1755)
� Major canal construction work 

commences in Britain
� British Museum opens (1759)
� Seven Years War



"������ �
� Death of JS Bach 

(1750)
� Mozart’s birth (1756)
� Early classical 

symphonies by 
Stamitz

� Death of Handel
(1759)

� CF Abel settles in 
London (1759) CF Abel by Gainsborough



Concerto Grosso in E minor: 
III. Alla Siciliana

� Boyce 
composed 
four concerti 
grossi

� He also 
composed a 
bassoon 
concerto, but 
this has been 
lost



Concerto Grosso in E minor: 
III. Alla Siciliana

A double 
manual 
harpsichord 
by Burkat
Shudi/John 
Broadwood, 
like the one at 
Hatchlands



Theatre Music

� In the 1750s Boyce became involved in 
the longstanding rivalry between 
Covent Garden and Drury Lane 

� Both houses announced productions 
of Romeo and Juliet to open on the 
same night!

� At Covent Garden an additional scene, 
‘the funeral procession of Juliet’, was 
introduced into Act 5, for which Arne 
composed a solemn dirge.



Theatre Music

� David Garrick
responded by 
inserting a funeral 
scene in his own 
adaptation. Boyce’s 
setting of the dirge 
‘Rise, rise, heart-
breaking sighs ’, was 
heard at Drury Lane 
only three days later! David Garrick by 

Gainsborough



Joy were no joy, and pleasure vain 
from Corydon and Miranda

Joy were no joy and pleasure vain
Were there not intervals of pain
The captive who has felt a chain
Is doubly blest when free.
‘Tis clouds that make the sun more bright
‘Tis darkness that sets off the light
‘Tis sorrow gives to joy its height
By Heaven’s most kind decree.



The 1750s (continued)

� Succeeded Greene as Master of the 
King's Musick (1755)

� Greene had been 
planning to publish a 
collection of English 
anthems and services 
for use in cathedral 
worship.  Boyce 
completed this huge 
task in 3 volumes



Anthem: Lord thou hast been our 
refuge (1755)

Written for the 
Festival of the 
Sons of the 
Clergy (a charity).  
It was performed 
every Festival 
between 1775 and 
(probably) 1843 



Boyce’s settings of various 
Psalms are also available



Eight Symphonys

� Boyce’s Eight Symphonys (publ.1760) 
was a collection of orchestral 
overtures originally written for a 
variety of works dating from 1739-1756

� The set presents the four works 
modelled on the more progressive 
Italian sinfonia first, followed by those 
based on the traditional French 
overture style



Boyce’s Symphonies are among the most 
popular works of the 18 th century judging 
from the numerous available recordings



Symphony No.1 in B flat

� This was originally the Overture to 
Ode for the New Year (1756)

1. Allegro

2. Moderato e dolce

3. Allegro



Westminster Bridge and the Lord Mayor’s Procession 
by Canaletto



St. Paul’s by Canaletto



Harlequin’s Invasion (1759)

� Boyce contributed two songs to an 
innovative Garrick pantomime, 
Harlequin’s Invasion . 

� His setting of ‘Heart of Oak’ , a topical 
song inspired by a series of British 
naval victories, captured the mood of 
its time.  



Heart of Oak (1759)

� It is the official march of the Royal 
Navy

� It is also the official march of several 
Commonwealth navies including the 
Royal Canadian Navy, the Royal 
Australian Navy and the Royal New 
Zealand Navy

� It is also well-known elsewhere....
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� Death of King George II (1760) and 

Coronation of King George III (1761)
� France cedes Canada to Britain (1763)
� HMS Victory launched (1765)
� Industrial Revolution: the 

age of Watt, Hargreaves, 
Arkwright and Crompton

� Wedgwood perfects Jasperware
� American Independence (1776)
� James Cook’s epic voyages
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� Mozart visits London 
(1764)

� Arne publishes 4 classical 
symphonies (1767)

� Haydn’s ‘Sturm und 
Drang’ symphonies 
(1770s)

� Death of Arne (1778) and 
Boyce (1779)

JC Bach by 
Gainsborough

� JC Bach settles in London (1762)



In 1760/61 Boyce provided:
� an imposing and deeply felt orchestral 

anthem, The souls of the righteous , for 
the funeral of George II 

� music for the wedding of George III 
and Princess Charlotte of Mecklenburg

� eight anthems for the Coronation: 
I was glad , My heart is Inditing, The 
King Shall Rejoice, Come Holy Ghost, 
Behold O God Our Defender, Let My 
Prayer Come Up, Praise the Lord O 
Jerusalem  and The Lord is a Sun



� he taught the brilliant 
but ill-fated Thomas 
Linley (junior)

� he encouraged the 
brothers Samuel and 
Charles Wesley, 
referring to Samuel as 
‘an English Mozart’.

Boyce influenced younger 
English composers:

Thomas Linley
junior by 

Gainsborough

Samuel Wesley by John Jackson



Last Years (1770-1779)

� Deafness caused Boyce to give up all 
posts by around 1770

� But he continued to 
compose court odes 
until 1779.  The last 
work that has been 
recorded is the New 
Year Ode of 1774

� His edition of English Cathedral Music 
remained in use for almost 150 years.



Boyce’s Funeral, 15 February 1779

The immense personal and professional 
standing he had acquired was reflected 
in the impressive burial service 
organised in his honour at St. Paul’s.  
The service was sung by the combined 
choirs of the cathedral, Westminster 
Abbey and the Chapel Royal.  
Boyce was interred in the crypt of St 
Paul’s, where his epitaph can still be 
read.
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We will end with two late-baroque 
masterpieces:
� March from Overture No.4 from “St 
James Park Ode” (1763)
� The King Shall Rejoice (1761), one 
of eight anthems that Boyce 
composed for the Coronation of 
King George III



Overture No.4, IV March vivace assai , 
from "St James Park Ode“ (1763)

In 1770 Boyce 
issued a 
second set of 
orchestral 
works: the 
Twelve 
Overtures.



The King Shall Rejoice



The King Shall Rejoice (1761)

The King shall 
rejoice in thy 
strength, o Lord; 
Exceeding glad 
shall he be of thy 
salvation. 

This section is 
“pure grandeur, 
lofty and sincere”



The King Shall Rejoice (1761)

Thou shalt prevent 
him with the 
blessings of 
goodness

“prevent” = provide 
spiritual guidance and 
help



The King Shall Rejoice (1761)

And shalt set a 
crown of pure gold 
upon his head . 

A full orchestral 
fanfare, with three 
trumpet parts and 
drums



The King Shall Rejoice (1761)

His honour is 
great in thy 
salvation: glory 
and great worship 
shalt thou lay 
upon him. 

This section is 
solemn and more 
intimate



The King Shall Rejoice (1761)

Thou shalt give him everlasting felicitie, 
and make him glad with the joy of thy 
countenance. 

A joyful, fugal 
celebration in a 
blaze of choral 
and orchestral 
sound. 
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