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Our April meeting was devoted entirely to English classical and jazz 
music to celebrate St.George’s Day. 

English Classical Gems  

Keith, Mike and Jay presented highlights from three centuries of English classical music.  
We started in the mid-18th century with the early classical symphonies of William Boyce 
(1711-1779).  Boyce’s Eight Symphonys was a collection of orchestral pieces originally 
written for a variety of works dating from 1739-1756.  Mike presented Symphony No.4, 
which was originally composed for The Shepherd’s Lottery, a pastoral opera of 1751. 

As we learned in our November 2009 session, Sir Hubert Parry (1848-1918) was the 
leader of the revival of English music.  It was in his first two symphonies and other Parry 
works of the early 1880s that “an individual English musical voice made its first 
appearance since the death of Henry Purcell”.  Keith presented the Andante sostenuto from 
Parry’s Symphony No.3 in C (“The English”). 
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The few compositions completed by George Butterworth (1885–1916) suggest that he 
might have achieved greatness had he not been killed in the First World War.  Mike 
introduced two of his songs and his orchestral idyll The Banks of Green Willow. 

Sir Edward Elgar (1857-1934) was a self-taught composer.  He struggled for recognition, 
hampered by his provincial base, the class system and his Catholic faith.  His big 
breakthrough in England and Germany came in 1899/1900, although he composed plenty 
of fine music before that.  Although he “wrote little” after the death of Lady Elgar, he did 
compose small pieces throughout the 1920s.  Keith presented one of these, the orchestral 
song Sailing Westward, which Elgar composed in 1924.  This tells of the adventurous 
English sea-captains who "chased the setting sun ... westward, thro' the thund'ring gales". 

Jay then presented Tuesday, a work by Paul McCartney from the Working Classical 
album, which followed the success of his Liverpool Oratorio (1991) and Standing Stone 
(1997).  Tuesday was the theme for an animated film based on an American children's 
book.  McCartney extended it into a suite-like structure with several contrasting episodes, 
with help on the orchestration from Sir Richard Rodney Bennett and Jonathan Tunick. 
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Keith ended this session with music by Sir Malcolm Arnold (1921-2006).  He was a 
composer, trumpeter, and conductor whose compositions are notable for their melodic 
invention and exuberance.  Among his works were nine symphonies and several film 
scores, including The Bridge on the River Kwai.  We heard three dances, one from the 
Four Cornish Dances, and one each from English Dances Sets 1 & 2. 

The English Jazz Revival 
Brian started by looking back at the Jazz music scene in the UK before WW2 and the 
impact the war and in particular National Service had on the pioneers of the Jazz revival in 
the post war period.  Most of the pioneers started by looking right back to the New Orleans 
sound and throughout their career stayed with that sound - whilst others progressed  
towards the later “Chicago” sound.  Some even moved right away from pure Jazz and 
became very “Commercial” (e.g. Acker Bilk`s Stranger on the Shore). 

Brian went on to play some examples of these three musical developments with Chris 
Barber, Ken Colyer and Cy Laurie staying closely to the New Orleans style, Humphrey 
Littleton moving closer to the “Chicago” style and Kenny Ball and Acker Bilk moving 
towards more “Commercial” type Jazz. 
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Between these musical presentations Brian recounted some of the more interesting and 
humorous situations he was faced with as a “part time amateur Jazz Band player” in the 
late 1950s and 1960s. 

Future Sessions  
Date Provisional Programme 

20 May “The Music of Sir Arthur Sullivan” (his own orchestral, chamber and choral 
music, as well as the Gilbert & Sullivan operettas).  This session will be 
soon after the General Election, so some G&S political satire will be 
appropriate!  We will also include a section called “How to write your own 
Gilbert & Sullivan operetta”!  Presented by Keith and Peter. 

17 June “Debussy and the Impressionist Movement”, and  
“The less well-known Russian romantic composers and the Russian 
revolution” (presented by Brian). 

15 July “The Birth of American Classical Music” (presented by Keith, based on a 
suggestion by John).  This will probably include music by Gottschalk, 
MacDowell, Sousa, Ives and Joplin.  
Either “Music from the Movies” together with a simple quiz with prizes or 
“Playing the Cello” by a member of our Music appreciation group together 
with members of the Bracknell music group. 

 

Please note the above dates in your diary.  We look forward to seeing you at (or soon 
after) 9.45am on 20 May. 
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Our Waiting List 
Recent demand for places at our meetings has been strong, and so Brian has had to place 
potential new group members on a waiting list.   

So that we can make full use of the capacity that is available at the Rowing Club, could 
regular members please let Brian know if you will be unable to attend any forthcoming 
meeting(s).  Either phone Brian directly (484099) or put a X in the appropriate box(es) on 
the list at the reception/coffee table at the next meeting.  Brian will then be able to contact 
those on the waiting list, if spare capacity is identified for a particular meeting. 

Concerts/Events 
Local events in the next few weeks include: 
�  Organ Recitals, various organists, 1.10pm every Friday in May at Marlow Parish Church. 

�  Taplow Youth Choir - Choral music by Byrd, Carissimi, Chilcott, Kodaly and Moses Hogan. The 
concert also features a sextet for piano and wind by Reszo Sugar. All profits to Christian Aid.  7.30pm 
on Sunday 9 May at United Reform Church, Oxford Road, Marlow. 

�  City of London Sinfonia/Michael Collins (conductor/clarinet) – Mozart: Symphony 29, 
Weber: Clarinet Concerto 2, Haydn: Symphony 22, Copland: Clarinet Concerto, 7.30pm on 9 May, 
Wycombe Swan. 

�  Wycombe Sinfonia 25th Anniversary Concert including Rogers: Concert Overture, Stravinsky: Suite 
No 1 for Chamber Orchestra, Rachmaninov: Piano Concerto No.2 (soloist Alexander Karpeyev), 
Dvorak: ‘New World Symphony’.  7.30pm on 15 May at All Saints' Parish Church, High Wycombe. 

�  Musicals in May presented by Marlow Amateur Operatic Society, bringing to life some of the most 
popular modern musicals.  7.30pm on Fri and Sat, 21st and 22nd May at Shelley Theatre, Marlow. 

�  Chiltern Camerata/Chiltern Consort – Bach: Magnificat in D, BWV 243 and  Brandenburg Concerto 
No.4 in G, Handel: Coronation Anthem ‘Zadok the Priest', Bruckner: Choral Motets. 7.30pm on Sat 
22nd May at Trinity (United Reformed) Church, London Road 

�  Jill Crossland (piano) - A recital by this brilliant British pianist on the eve of her appearance at the 
Beethoven House Concert Hall in Bonn.  8pm on Wednesday 26 May at Marlow Parish Church. 

�  Romantic Piano Trios – Beethoven, Mendelssohn etc.  8pm on Friday 28th May at St. Lawrence’s 
Church, West Wycombe. 

�  St. John’s Chamber Orchestra – Mozart, Haydn, Elgar, 7.30pm on Sunday 6 June at Norden Farm. 

�  Meng Yang Pan (piano) – Haydn, Poulenc, Liszt, Mussorgsky, 7.30pm on Thursday 29 July at 
Norden Farm. 

Also, don’t forget the BBC’s Young Musician of the Year competition: Friday evenings at 
7.30pm on BBC4.  Previous episodes are still available on BBC iPlayer. 
Happy listening! 
Brian (484099, brian.humphrey2@ntlworld.com) and Keith (891507, keithrachel@hotmail.com) 

P.S.  Don’t forget that you can view what we have done at previous sessions at our web site: 
http://www.marlowu3a.org.uk/id12.html  


