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Marlow U3A Music Appreciation Group, 
September 2009

Romantic Piano Concertos (1)

Which are the most popular romantic 
piano concertos?

Musica UK100 list
♪ Rachmaninov 2
♪ Beethoven 5
♪ Tchaikovsky 1
♪ Chopin 1
♪ Shostakovich 2
♪ Grieg
♪ Brahms 2

Classic FM Hall of Fame
♪ Rachmaninov 2
♪ Beethoven 5
♪ Grieg
♪ Shostakovich 2
♪ Rachmaninov 3
♪ Tchaikovsky 1
♪ Chopin 1 and 2

based on data from UK 
performance and CD sales

based on Top 100 from 2009 
Classic FM Hall of Fame
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Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky (1840 - 1893)

Piano Concerto No. 2 in G major, Op. 44

Tchaikovsky Piano Concerto No. 2 in G 
major, Op. 44

♪ Written in 1879-1880. 
♪ Dedicated to Nikolai Rubinstein, who had 

insisted he be allowed to perform it at the 
premiere as a way of making up for his 
harsh criticism of Tchaikovsky's First Piano 
Concerto. 

♪ Rubinstein was never destined to play it, 
however, as he died in March 1881. 

♪ The world premiere was given in New York 
in November 1881 by the English pianist 
Madeline Schiller and the NYPO. 

♪ The first Russian performance was in 
Moscow in May 1882.
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♪ Scored for 2 flutes, 2 oboes, 2 clarinets, 
2 bassoons, 4 horns, 2 trumpets, 
timpani, solo piano, and strings 

♪ Notable is the absence of trombones 
and tuba 

Tchaikovsky Piano Concerto No. 2 in G

1. Allegro brillante e molto vivace
(22 minutes)

2. Andante non troppo (17 minutes)

3. Allegro con fuoco (7½ minutes)

Tchaikovsky Piano Concerto No. 2 in G

The second movement is remarkable for the 
contributions of solo violin and solo cello.  
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Tchaikovsky Piano Concerto No. 2 in G

In Russia, Taneyev
and Silotti felt that 
the first two 
movements were 
too long, and 
suggested various 
cuts.  Siloti even 
published his own 
version, with many 
of the violin and 
cello solos omitted.

Siloti and Tchaikovsky

♪ Although George Balanchine set his Ballet 
Imperial to this score in 1941, this remains a 
comparatively neglected work.  Some say 
that it is a worthy successor to the famous 
first piano concerto.

♪ We don’t have time to play the whole 
concerto.  I will therefore highlight some 
themes from the first movement, and we will 
join this movement for part of the 
recapitulation and the coda.

Tchaikovsky Piano Concerto No. 2 in G



5

First Movement: Allegro brillante e molto vivace

♪ Opening Theme:
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First Movement: Allegro brillante e molto vivace

♪ Second theme announced by clarinets 
and horns:

♪ Followed immediately by a third theme on 
the solo piano

First Movement: Allegro brillante e molto vivace
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♪ About half-way through is this typical 
Tchaikovsky climax:

First Movement: Allegro brillante e molto vivace

♪ The second theme:

is developed by the solo piano.

First Movement: Allegro brillante e molto vivace
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♪ We join at the end of a cadenza.  This 
leads to:
♫ the return of the opening theme and 

recapitulation of the main themes
♫ and then the coda (end of the first 

movement)

First Movement: Allegro brillante e molto vivace

In effect, this is a concerto movement for 
piano trio and orchestra 

Second Movement: Andante non troppo

Nigel Kennedy 
(violin)

Steven Isserlis
(cello)

Peter Donohoe
(piano)



9

Second Movement: Andante non troppo

♪ At the outset is a violin solo, leading to 
a beautiful tune – still on the solo violin:

Second Movement: Andante non troppo

♪ The solo cello joins in:

♪ Not until we reach bar 66 is the piano 
allowed to give its version of the tune
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♪ There follows a more turbulent section, 
then further interplay between the cello 
and violin

Second Movement: Andante non troppo

♪ The violin even has a short cadenza of 
its own!

♪ Eventually, the three soloists combine

♪ Although the pianist is busiest for a 
while, he is only accompanying the 
solo violinist who retains the main tune 

Second Movement: Andante non troppo
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Third Movement: Allegro con fuoco

♪ A “jolly Russian rondo with jolly 
Russian dance themes”

♪ After a bit of a rest in the second 
movement, the pianist is extremely 
busy in this finale!

Third Movement: Allegro con fuoco

♪ Opening theme:
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♪ Skittish second theme, in octaves:

this is marked grazioso (charming)

Third Movement: Allegro con fuoco

♪ The third theme is also in octaves:

but more expressive and legato
(smoothly flowing)

Third Movement: Allegro con fuoco
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Peter Donohoe
♪ Born in Manchester 

in 1953. 
♪ Studied at the Royal 

Northern College of 
Music and then in 
Paris. 

♪ Joint winner of the 1982 International 
Tchaikovsky Competition in Moscow.

♪ This recording of Tchaikovsky’s 2nd

concerto won the Gramophone 
Concerto Award in 1988.


