
What to do once the Photos 
are taken



• Remember when you

had boxes of Slides



• Or shelves of Photo 
Albums.

• Assuming you got 
around to putting the 
prints into Albums



• So has anything changed with Digital 
Photography?

• We tend to take more pictures because we 
can and they don’t cost us anything extra 
to do so.

• Until we run out of space on the Memory 
Card



• So what should we do

• The Key Phrase is

“Backup your Data”



Backup of your Precious  Photos

One of the most 
common problems that 
Computer Engineers 
hear is...

“Help my Computer has 
Crashed and I’ve                                     
lost all my work”



• No problem, just 
restore the data 
from the Backup.

• What Backup ?

• Whoops !!!!!!!!

Backup ?



Backups

• So what should we 
do?

• Memory cards  have 
come down in price in 
recent years, but are 
still a relatively 
expensive way to 
store the photos.

• Transfer the photos to 
another safe medium



Backups, what to use

• Transfer the pictures 
onto the Computer.



Backups, what to use

–Via a memory card reader

–usually via a USB connector



Backups, what to use

– Modern Computers 
may have the 
Reader built in



Backups, what to use

• Some cameras come with a lead to plug 
directly into the computers USB port but may 
need their own proprietary software to transfer 
the data.

• My old Nikon Coolpix 3100 is an example.

• Janet’s Pentax however does not need any 
special software. It uses a system built into 
the Operating System



Backups, what to use

• You can also scan in your old photos 
using a scanner.

• Some scanners have the facility to scan in 
your old negatives or slides

• A dedicated film scanner will give better 
results but they are more expensive.



This pictures was taken

30 years ago with a
Half frame camera.

The negative was scanned

using my Epson 1670
scanner and modified

in Corel Photo Paint



Backups

• Before we transfer the pictures we need to 
think how we want to store them.

– Some logical order is required

– In Windows XP, under ‘My Documents’ there is 
already a folder called ‘My Pictures’



– I would create sub-
folders under ‘My 
Pictures’ labelled with 
something appropriate

– For example ‘U3A trip 
to Paris August 2007’

– Using clear 
descriptions will help 
in the future when 
looking for pictures 



• How to create folders 
and transfer pictures 
between folders demo 
here



Backups

• One problem with transferring the pictures 
to your computer especially with an older 
machine is that the Hard Drive can 
become full.

• This can lead to a slow down in the 
computers operation and Disk 
Defragmenter programs need a proportion 
of disc space to work effectively.



Backups

• Consider transferring your Pictures to 
another internal Hard Drive

• or use an external Hard Drive

• More on that in a minute



Backups

• Once your photos are 
on the computer, I 
would make a copy to 
a CD or DVD
– A DVD will store about 

seven times more data 
than on a CD

– Supermarkets offer a 
service to burn your 
photos from memory 
cards to CD



Backups

• To save space on 
your main Computer’s 
Hard Drive use a 
second Hard Drive

• External Hard Drives 
which plug into the 
Computer’s USB port 
are now available



Backups

• Ones holding 100 
times the data than 
that of a DVD are 
available for less than 
£100



• Or fit another internal 
Hard Drive.

• The advantage of this 
is that the speed of 
transferring pictures is 
faster to an Internal 
Hard Drive than 
External Drive via the 
USB port.



We’ve saved our Photos,
what's next?

• In the days of Prints, we would go through 
them and select the ones to put in an 
album.

• We can do the same with our Digital 
pictures



• So far, you may have noticed, all I have 
done is save the photos as they were 
taken.

• Always make your first backups from the 
original photos.



• Once you have altered the pictures in a 
photo editing package you should do a 
‘Save As’ with a modified name so as to 
keep a copy of the original in case in the 
future you want to re-examine your work.



• Better still use the ‘Save As’ to a new 
folder, for example

‘U3A trip to Paris August 2007 Modified’



• It might be worth 
mentioning here that 
when you come to do 
photo manipulation 
with Photoshop or 
similar the more 
memory the computer 
has the better.



• Having adjusted your selected pictures 
how to display them.

• Our technique is a first selection from the 
originals.

• Adjust any that is necessary and save the 
adjusted selection to a new folder



• You can use this folders content to create 
a slide show

– XP has a built in one

– Various Photo packages also do,
– Picasa is a free one

• Create a DVD Slide show with Chapters
Nero and Ulead are examples



• Create a Powerpoint Presentation

• It is possible to convert the Powerpoint file 
to an AVI to show as a movie.

- AVI stands for Audio Visual Interleave

• You can further convert the AVI to a 
MPEG to view on a stand alone DVD 
player



• Picture Frame Viewers are coming down 
in price, 
they except your memory cards directly.
Some have memory of their own which will 
store 100 pictures.



• We also do a further, much reduced, 
selection and have them printed.

• The main supermarkets all offer a service 
as do Camera shops such as Jessops.

• Waiting until you have, say 50 to print, 
often works out much cheaper per print.



• There are also ‘On-Line’ 
companies where you 
can upload your 
pictures to and the 
prints will be returned in 
the post. 



• Remember to 
review your 
storage methods 
periodically.

• Floppy Discs were 
once the favoured 
method of storing 
data.



• Now modern 
Computers are 
supplied without a 
floppy drive.

• Remember Zip 
Discs, the answer 
to overcoming the 
limitations of the 
Floppy Disc



• As Technology advances so do the 
methods of data storage.

• I keep a copy on a CD or DVD plus 
another copy on an External Hard Drive.



• USB Flash Drives also 
known as Flash Keys or 
Pen Drives are useful for 
easy transfer of pictures 
between computers.



•Buying a new computer, don’t    
throw the old one out. Use it 
for keeping backups of your  
data.



• Some of the suggestions given today may 
seem over the top.

• Only you can decide how important your 
pictures are and act accordingly to keep 
them safe.


