3. Popular Scottish tunes,
songs and ceilidh music

First to The Shetlands
with FIDDLERS’ BID




Fiddlers’ Bid: Ode to Joy

Fiddlers' Bid are a Shetland-based
instrumental group known for playing
contemporary arrangements of
traditional Shetland fiddle tunes.

The instruments include four fiddles,
acoustic guitar, bass guitar, piano/
keyboard and Clarsach (Gaelic harp).

Fiddlers’ Bid: Ode to Joy

The band have performed at some of
the largest folk festivals in the world
including the Smithsonian Folklife
Festival, Cambridge Folk Festival,
Festival Interceltique de Lorient and
Celtic Connections, and have toured
extensively including performances at
Melbourne Concert Hall and Sydney
Opera House.

This recording is from their 20 ™
anniversary concert in Lerwick.




Fiddlers’ Bid: Ode to Joy

‘Che Fiddlers' Bid Ode to Joy.

Robert Burns 1759-1796

Many of the poems of Robert Burns have been set

to music, the most famous being Auld Lang Syne.

My favourite is My Love is like a Red Red Rose
written in 1794, the words being set to a tradition  al
air.

The version we shall hear today is performed by
Kenneth McKellar who died earlier this year aged

92. He was amongst the most popular of Scottish
tenors, recording both classical and popular music.
His Handel's Messiah with Joan Sutherland was one
of Decca’s best sellers. However he failed to
conquer the world stage, being content to live and
perform in his native Scotland.




My Love is like a Red Red Rose

O, my love is like a red, . KENNETH
red rose, : \1( KELLAR

that's newly sprung in

June.
O, my love is like a ia-'

melody,

that's sweetly play'd in
tune.

My Love is like a Red Red Rose

As fair thou art, my
bonnie lass,

so deep in love am |,

And | will love thee still,
my dear,
till a' the seas gang dry.

T\FN\IFTH




My Love is like a Red Red Rose

Till a' the seas gang dry, . KENNETH
my dear, : \1( KELLAR

and the rocks melt wi' the

sun!
And | will love thee still, i;-o

my dear,
while the sands of life
shall run.

My Love is like a Red Red Rose

And fare the weel, my
only love!

And fare the well awhile!

And | will come again, my
love.

Tho it were ten thousand
mile

T\FN\IFTH




Bagpipe Music

Very much an acquired musical taste!
Bagpipes consist of a bag, originally
from the skin of an animal but more
recently from synthetic material, a nine
note chanter, two tenor drones and a
bass drone.

Bagpipe Music

Their history is the

subject of much

debate. Bagpipes

are explicitly

mentioned in the

Canterbury Tales,

however some claim

that they date back _

to Roman times. Highiand Gathering

Na Geamannan




Bagpipe Music

Today one of the most popular

Bagpipe tunes is Amazing Grace . This
IS not a Scottish tune but an English
hymn written by John Newton, poet

and clergyman, in 1779. The origin of
the melody is unknown but is generally
attributed to an early American folk
melody. Whilst not Scottish in origin,
Amazing Grace provides us with some
stirring bagpipe music.

Annie Laurie

This famous old Scottish song is based on a
poem by William Douglas of Dumfries and
Galloway. The words were modified and the
tune added by Alicia Scott in 1834.

Traditionally it is said that Douglas had a
romance with Anna Laurie around 1695 but
her father was opposed to any marriage.

This version is performed by St Paul’s
Cathedral Choir.




Annie Laurie

Maxwelton's braes are bonnie
Where early fa's the dew

And 'twas there that Annie Laurie
Gave me her promise true.

Gave me her promise true
Which ne'er forgot will be

And for bonnie Annie Laurie

I'd lay me doon and dee.

Annie Laurie

Her brow is like the snowdrift
Her throat is like the swan
Her face it is the fairest

That e'er the sun shone on.
That e'er the sun shone on
And dark blue is her e'e

And for bonnie Annie Laurie
I'd lay me doon and dee.




Annie Laurie

Like dew on th'gowan lying

Is th' fa' o'her fairy feet

And like the winds in summer sighing
Her voice is low and sweet.

Her voice is low and sweet

And she's a' the world to me

And for bonnie Annie Laurie

I'd lay me doon and dee.

Flower of Scotland

Scotland has no official national anthem, however
Flower of Scotland is increasingly recognised as

the unofficial anthem. It is played before major
events, in particular Scottish rugby and soccer
internationals. The song was used as the anthem of
Scotland at the 2010 Commonwealth games,
replacing Scotland the Brave.

To the surprise of many, Flower of Scotland is a

very recent piece, written in 1967 by Roy Williamso  n
of The Corries whom we will hear performing The

Skye Boat Song. The song refers to the victory of
Robert the Bruce over Edward Il at Bannockburn in
1314.




Flower of Scotland

This version is by the well known
Scottish actor, Ewan McGregor

O Flower of Scotland,

When will we see your like again
That fought and died for

Your wee bit hill and glen.

And stood against him,

Proud Edward's army,

And sent him homeward

Tae think again.

Flower of Scotland

The hills are bare now,

And autumn leaves lie thick and still
O'er land that is lost now,

Which those so dearly held

That stood against him,

Proud Edward's army

And sent him homeward

Tae think again.
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Flower of Scotland

Those days are past now

And in the past they must remain
But we can still rise now

And be the nation again!

That stood against him

Proud Edward's army

And sent him homeward

Tae think again.

Flower of Scotland

O Flower of Scotland,

When will we see your like again
That fought and died for

Your wee bit hill and glen.

And stood against him,

Proud Edward's army,

And sent him homeward

Tae think again.
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Sir Jimmy Shand 1908-2000

For over 50 years the name “Jimmy Shand
and his band” was linked with Scottish
dance music. During the sixties vast
audiences tuned in to watch him play reels,
jigs and polkas on the BBC'’s hugely popular
programme, The White Heather Club.

A highly skilled button accordian player,
Jimmy Shand was completely self taught
and became the best known and most
popular Scottish musician.

His professionalism and musicianship was
recognised during his lifetime with many
honours including an MBE, an honorary MA
from Dundee University and finally a
knighthood.

Sir Jimmy Shand (1908-2000)

In this recording
Jimmy Shand and
his band are playing
the Bluebell Polka .
This tune was “top of
the pops” in the
1950s, the only
traditional Scottish
country dance band
to do so.

12



The Skye Boat Song

We move on now to The Hebrides for
another famous old Scottish song
which recalls the escape of Bonnie
Prince Charlie from Uist to the Isle of
Skye after his defeat at the battle of
Culloden in 1746. With the aid of Flora
MacDonald he escaped, disguised as a
serving maid, in a small boat. He was
later taken to France.

And here is
John Pettie’s
famous picture
of Bonnie Prince
Charlie entering
the ballroom at
Holyrood House
(with Hamish
MacCunn as the
model!)
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The Skye Boat Song

The lyrics were written by Sir Harold
Boulton to an air collected by Annie
Macleod and was first published in
1884. According to a collector of folk
music, Andrew Kuntz, Annie Macleod
was being rowed on a trip to Skye
when the rowers broke out into a
Gaelic rowing song. She later wrote
down what she remembered of the
song.

The Skye Boat Song

This version is by the Scottish folk
group, The Corries

Speed bonnie boat like a bird on the wing,
Onward, the sailors cry.

Carry the lad that's born to be king,

over the sea to Skye.




The Skye Boat Song

Loud the winds howl,

Loud the waves roar,

Thunderclaps rend the air,

Baffled, our foes stand by the shore,
Follow they will not dare.

Chorus: Speed bonnie boat like a bird etc.

The Skye Boat Song

Though the waves leap,
soft shall ye sleep,
Ocean's a royal bed.
Rock'd in the deep,

Flora will keep watch o'er your weary head.

Chorus: Speed bonnie boat like a bird etc.
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The Skye Boat Song

Burned are our homes,
exile and death,
Scattered the loyal man.
Yet ere the sword,

cool in the sheath,
Charlie will come again.

Chorus: Speed bonnie boat like a bird etc.

The Eriskay Love Lilt

Before we listen to the Hebridean
Symphony , here is a beautiful Hebridean
Scottish love song.

Eriskay is a small island off the coast of
South Uist in the Outer Hebrides. Bonnie
Prince Charlie first stepped on Scottish soil
on Eriskay in 1745 to start the Jacobean
rising. We heard earlier, when we played the
Skye Boat Song, of his defeat one year later
at Culloden.

By the way, Eriskay is the real Whisky
Galore Island.

Many recordings have been made of The
Eriskay Love Lilt but few can compare with
this recording by Paul Robeson
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The Eriskay Love Lilt

Vair me o, ro van o
Vair me o ro ven ee,
Vair me o ru o ho

Sad | am without thee.
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The Eriskay Love Lilt

When I'm lonely, my
dear heart,

Dark the night and
wild the sea;

By love's light my
foot finds

The old pathway to B .. '8 S
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The Eriskay Love Lilt

Chorus

Thou'rt the music of
my heart,

Harp of joy, o cuit mo
chridh,

Moon of guidance by
night,

Strength and light
thou'rt to me.

4. Impressions of Scotland
from south of the border
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SIR GRANVILLE BANTOCK (1868-1946)

An English composer
with Scottish ancestry

This is an excerpt from
his Hebridean
Symphony (1913)

Loud the winds howl,
Loud the waves roar,
Thunderclaps rend the air

Bantock: Hebridean Symphony

hyperion
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SIR GRANVILLE BANTOCK (1868-1946)

Granville Ransome
Bantock was born in
London, the son of an
eminent and innovative
Scottish surgeon and
gynaecologist

After refusing a
proposed career in the
Indian Civil Service, he
entered the Royal
Academy of Music in
1888.

SIR GRANVILLE BANTOCK (1868-1946)

Became Music
Director at New
Brighton
(Liverpool), where
he gave remarkable
concerts of music
by contemporary
British composers.




Bantock and Sibelius a

- LS
Bantock was among earliest i m
champions of Sibelius, whose
3'Y Symphony is dedicated to him
Bantock so generously entertained the
Finnish master on his first visit to

England in 1905 that he 'never made the
acquaintance English coinage'.

When the Bantock Society was first
formed in November 1946, Sibelius
became its President.

Bantock and Elgar

One of the first to
conduct the Enigma
Variations following its
premiere by Richter

Elgar described his
friend Bantock as
‘having the most fertile
Imaginative brain of our
time’

In 1909 Elgar dedicated
Pomp and Circumstance
March No.2 to him




The Lure of the East

His orchestral music
is extremely brilliantly
scored in a romantic
manner.

His most ambitious
works included two
unaccompanied
choral symphonies
and a colossal setting
of Omar Khayyam

The Hebridean Connection

He was a friend of Marjory Kennedy-Fraser,
whose collections of Songs of the Hebrides
became a continual source of thematic material.
Bantock’s works that made use of Scottish
legend and these folksong collections included:

The Hebridean Symphony (1913)
The Sea Reivers (1917)
The Seal-Woman (1924), a two-act opera

The Celtic Symphony (1940)
Two Heroic Ballads (1944).
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The Hebridean Connection

With Marjory Kennedy-Fraser and the
production team for The Seal Woman

The Scottish Connection

Other pieces also looked to Scotland
for their inspiration, such as  Scenes
from the Scottish Highlands  for string
orchestra, a Scottish Rhapsody for
orchestra, Coronach for strings, harp,
and organ, a Celtic Poem for cello and
piano, Three Scottish Scenes for
piano, and Pibroch for cello and harp
or piano.
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SIR GRANVILLE BANTOCK (1868-1946)

To end, the last two
movements of the
Celtic Symphony (1940)

Slow movement:
Andante con tenerezza

Bantock: Celtic Symphony - Finale
Allegro con spirito - Largamente maestoso
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