Hi everyone,

Re: Outcome from 3rd Oct 2008 meeting

Wow, what a turn out. It was fabulous to see such enthusiasm. I have already had feedback about how helpful some of you found it. I thought it might be helpful to give a summary of some of the useful points Michael made, at least those I jotted down whilst I was not moving around so we can understand more and meanwhile practice before the next meeting:-

· Shopping - 7dayshop, Jessops

· Equipment - Monopod, Cramp, Tripod - Manfrotto range, spare battery (Lithium best), 1 GB memory card

· Book: Collins Complete Photography Course - John Garratt and Graham Harris ISBN 978 000 727 9920

· New cameras, from Which magazine Sept 2008

· Digital Compact:- Olympus SP-57OUZ £240, Canon Digital Ixus 90 IS £195, Canon Digital Ixus 970 IS £200, Fujifilm FinePix S8100fd £240, Olympus mju 1020 £175, Sony Cyber-shot DSC-H10 £170, Fujifilm FinePix S100fs £400 and Panasonic Lumix DMC-TZ4 £163

·  Best on budget: Nikon Coolpix L18 £90

·  Best SLR alternative: Olympus SP-570UZ £240

·  Want to record in HD?: Samsun NV24HD £160

·  DSLR model: Canon EOS 450D £500, Sony alpha 350 £490, Pentax K200D £450, Olympus E-420 £407, Pentax K20D £750.

·  Photoediting suggest that folk look at Picasa, which is downloaded free through Google. It provides useful though limited tools for manipulating images but is excellent for creating a personal photo-library. The Paint Shop Pro that Michael uses is version X2 (12) which can be found on the Amazon website or other internet suppliers. Photoshop Elements is very good too. Michael has looked at, but not used, the sophisticated free photo editing software called GIMP - the detail about its development is on Wikipedia if you want to see the scope before downloading!
· Chiltern U3A link for useful documents, http://www.chiltern-u3a.org.uk/
·  Click on Our Groups (on left hand side)

· Click on Photography (left hand column)

· Click here to see notes from some of our meetings (towards bottom of page)

· All below are really useful documents, which you need to click on individually:-

· Camera Settings

· Jargon Buster

· Portraiture

· Useful contacts

· Flat bed scanning

· ISO numbers

· Holiday photography

· Camera lenses May 2008

Next meeting: 5th November, same time and place. There will be a power-point presentation on saving and storing data; another presentation unpacking some of the issues like depth of field; and the some guidelines on composition as time permits. The three of them will stay till 4.30 to hear, if not resolve, problems from individuals after the meeting has formally closed! 

As there really were too many of us in the Garden Room, please can you let me know whether:-

a) you wish to continue coming to the digital photography sessions

b) if yes, whether you are able to come to the next meeting 5th November

Incidentally, there are already more on the waiting list!

I have only sent this to those of you who I know have emails. So, I think there are about 7 who will not have received this.

Vic and I will be on holiday from 5th - 12th October, 2008, during which time we will be practising!!

Bye.

Ann Mary Ware

Tel: 01494 523231 home
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