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Australian Wine
Despite the size of the country (over 4000 km from east to west) only a small proportion of the land is planted under vine.  This is because the climate is too hot and dry in all but a few areas of the south of the country.  As a result, production is relatively small, less in fact than Sicily.

The majority of vineyards are located in the states of South Australia, New South Wales and Victoria.  Prime locations are based on the availability of water, either through rainfall or proximity to rivers for irrigation.  A small number of vineyards are also located in Western Australia, for example the Margaret River area.

Many sub regions have defining characteristics and their own speciality.  In South Australia, Coonawarra  is famous for its Terra Rossa, meaning ‘red soil’ and produces the best Cabernet Sauvignon, while the Barossa valley is known for its Shiraz.
Australia doesn’t restrict itself to a limited number of grape varieties in specified regions.  Innovation and experimentation is the norm.

New Zealand Wine

New Zealand now produces some of the best Sauvignon Blanc in the world from the Marlborough region, but it is also a fine source of other grape varieties too.  The New Zealand wine industry focuses on quality not quantity and can be relied upon year in, year out.  With this emphasis, it is worth noting that nearly all its wines are bottled with a screwcap to ensure they can be enjoyed in perfect condition.

Its white wines are made in an aromatic, fresh and fruity style.  Sauvignon Blancs have hints of exotic fruits, while the Chardonnays reflect the cool climate with their citrussy character.  The lime infused Rieslings are typically dry in style and well worth a try.  Regarding reds, there has been a trend away from Bordeaux blends to Pinot Noir, which suits this cool climate perfectly and will give a red Burgundy a run for its money.  Planting of Syrah are also on the increase.

Marlborough on the north east tip of the South Island is a small area, just 30 km long.  The first vines were planted there as recently as 1973.  its location is perfect for viticulture.  Blenheim, the principle town, gets more sunshine than anywhere else in New Zealand; its average daytime temperatures are similar to Burgundy, but its nights are slightly cooler and that helps to preserve the acidity.  Surrounding mountains do keep the rainfall low but, thankfully irrigation is permitted.
Elsewhere sunny Hawkes is a prime spot for red gapes.   Its Pinot Gris hints at the next big thing to come from the Land of the Long White Cloud.
