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Sir Walter Scott (1771-1832)

� Scottish poet and novelist

� Narrative poems 
were successful in 
translation 
throughout Europe

� Was later similarly 
successful with his 
historical novels



� He made his home at Abbotsford, 
a house that he designed, located 
on the banks of the River Tweed 
in the Scottish Borders



Jock O’Hazeldean
sung by Mary Garden



Jock O’Hazeldean
sung by Mary Garden



Schubert, arr. Liszt: Ave Maria 



Schubert, arr. Liszt: Ave Maria 

� Liszt dedicated his arrangement to 
Marie D’Agoult



Rossini: Tanti affetti in tal momento
from La Donna del Lago



Boieldieu: Viens gentille dame from 
La Dame Blanche

François Adrien Boieldieu
(1775-1834)

La Dame Blanche is based 
on two Scott novels:
The Monastery and
Guy Mannering



Boieldieu: Viens gentille dame from 
La Dame Blanche



Donizetti: Chi mi frena (sextet) from
Lucia di Lammermoor



Bride of Lammermoor by Millais



Bizet: Quand la flamme from La Jolie 
Fille de Perth sung by Jose Van Dam

Georges Bizet (1838-1875)



Berlioz: Overtures 

� Of the five concert 
overtures composed 
by Berlioz, two are 
based on Scott 
novels without being 
associated with an 
opera. 



Berlioz: Overtures 

� Waverley (1828) comprises a slow 
introduction with a vigorous Allegro, 
illustrating the couplet:
� Dreams of love and Lady’s charms
� Give place to honour and to arms.

� Rob-Roy (1831) was rejected by the 
composer as ‘long and diffuse’, but 
two themes were re-used in Harold en 
Italie .  It is played here by the San 
Diego Symphony Orchestra 
conducted by Yoav Taimi


