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Japanese Connections

1. Japanese Music and 
Instruments
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Yamada: Overture in D

� Kôsçak Yamada was one 
of the great pioneers of 
20th century Japanese 
music

� He also played a key rôle
in helping Western music 
take root in Japan

Yamada: Overture in D

During his studies in Berlin with, among 
others, Max Bruch, Yamada composed: 

� his first work for a 
western orchestra, 
the Overture in D, and 

� the first-ever 
symphony by a 
Japanese composer, 
‘Triumph and Peace’ . 
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Yamada: Overture in D

Dating from 1912 and written along 
traditional classical lines, this work shows 
Yamada’s indebtedness to western 
composers such as Mozart, Brahms and 
Dvo� ák

New Zealand Symphony Orchestra, Takuo Yuasa 

Kôsçak Yamada 

� Later, Yamada composed symphonic 
poems such as The Dark Gate and 
Madara No Hana which reflect the 
influence of Richard Strauss, Debussy 
and Scriabin, but also progress 
towards later Japaese compositions 
such as those by Takemitsu.
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Japanese Instruments

Japanese Instruments

Biwa Shakuhachi
(bamboo 

flute)

Shamisen

Koto (zither)
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Japanese Instruments

Koto : a table zither of Chinese origin, approx 2 m long

Japanese Percussion Instruments
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Japanese Percussion Instruments

Yamada: Matsushima Ondo

Yo-Yo Ma 
made this CD 
in 1984 with  
Pro Musica
Nipponia, with  
conductor and 
arranger 
Michio Mamiya
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Yamada: Matsushima Ondo

Pro Musica Nipponia Yo Yo Ma

Pentatonic Scale

Pentatonic scales comprise the following 
notes from the basic major scale:
� 1 (Doh), 2 (Re), 3 (Mi), 5 (Sol), 6 (La), and 

then 1 (High Doh)
So the Pentatonic Scale omits the 4 (Fa) 
and 7 (Ti) notes.  For example: 
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Sumiyama: A song transcription

� André Navarra (cello) 
� Annie D'Arco (piano)

Nambu Ushioi Uta: 
Iwate Cow-Herding Song

Jean-Pierre Rampal (flute), Lily Laskine (harp)
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Yuzo Toyoma: Rhapsody for Orchestra
Toyko Metropolitan Symphony Orchestra, Ryusuke Numaji ri

2. Japanese Musicians
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Japanese Musicians:
Marlow Connections

� Mercury Glee Club of Tokyo (male 
voice choir) gave a concert in Marlow 
in August this year

Japanese Musicians:
Marlow Connections

� Akiko Murakami 
(piano) performed 
at the Marlow 
Recital Society in 
June 2010
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Japanese Musicians:
Marlow Connections

� Asagi Nakata (piano) 
is a student at the 
RCM.  She won the 
overall prize at the 
Marlow Music Festival 
in 2007 and 2008

� She made her 
concerto debut with 
the Southbank
Sinfonia in 2008.

Japanese Musicians: Marlow Connections
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Takako Nishizaki (violin)

Japanese Musicians

Takako Nishizaki (violin): 
Chinese Evergreens

� Farewell my Love
� Years are Flowing Like 

a River
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Nobuko Imai (viola) Fumiko Shiraga (piano)

Japanese Musicians

Noriko Ogawa (piano)

� Teaches at the 
Guildhall School of 
Music, London

� Well-established 
collaborations with 
Kathryn Stott and 
Michael Collins

� Regularly judges the BBC Young 
Musician of the Year Competition and 
the Scottish International Piano 
Competition
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Japanese Musicians

Mitsuko Uchida (piano)

Mitsuko Uchida

� Dame Mitsuko Uchida is a Japanese-born 
naturalised British classical pianist

� Her father was the Japanese ambassador to 
Austria

� She is renowned for her interpretations of 
Mozart, Schubert, and Beethoven

� She was appointed Honorary Commander of 
the Order of the British Empire (CBE) in the 
2001 New Year Honours (before she became 
a UK citizen).  After becoming a UK citizen, 
she was promoted to Dame Commander of 
the Order of the British Empire (DBE) in the 
2009 Queen's Birthday Honours.
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Japanese Conductors

Seiji Ozawa

Japanese Conductors

� Tadaaki Otaka is a 
Japanese-born, British-
based conductor

� He was principal 
conductor of the BBC 
National Orchestra of 
Wales from 1987 to 
1996
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Japanese Conductors

� He was appointed a 
Commander of the 
British Empire in 1997 

� Two years later, Otaka
became the first 
Japanese person to be 
awarded the Elgar
Medal, for his efforts on 
behalf of the music of 
Edward Elgar.

Japanese Conductors

Takuo Yuasa

Masaaki Suzuki

Ryusuke Numajiri
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3. Impressions of Japan in 
European Music

Growing Awareness of Japan

Japanese delegation to the Paris Exposition, 1867
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Japanism/Japanesque

� These terms describe the influence of 
the arts of Japan on those of the West. 
The word was first used by Jules 
Claretie in 1872.

� From the 1860s, Japanese wood-block 
prints became a source of inspiration 
for many European impressionist 
painters, and eventually for Art 
Nouveau and Cubism. 

Artists who were influenced by Japanese 
art include Arthur Wesley Dow, Henri de 
Toulouse-Lautrec, Mary Cassatt, Edgar 
Degas, Renoir, James McNeill Whistler, 
Monet, Vincent van Gogh, Camille 
Pissarro, Paul Gauguin, Will Bradley, 
Aubrey Beardsley, Alphonse Mucha, 
Gustav Klimt, the sisters Frances and 
Margaret Macdonald
Architects: Frank Lloyd Wright, Charles 
Rennie Mackintosh and Stanford White
Ceramicists: James Hadley, Edmond 
Lachenal and Taxile Doat. 
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These exquisitely detailed Royal Worcester 
figures were modelled in 1867, inspired by the 
Japanese Art at the Paris Exhibition

Poldini: Etude Japonaise, Op 27 No 2

� Ede Poldini (1869–1957) 
was a Hungarian 
composer of the late 
romantic / early 
contemporary period. 

� Famous in Hungary for 
writing many operas, he 
became internationally 
famous when Kreisler
transcribed his 'La 
poupée valsante' for 
violin.

Noriko Ogawa (piano)
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Italian Opera – Mascagni (1863-1945)

Italian Opera – Mascagni: Iris

Iris is an innocent young Japanese 
maiden who lives with her old blind 
father. She does not know the huge 
world, or its passions and its 
weaknesses.  She sings to the sun and 
sings to her doll. 

Premiered in 1905
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Italian Opera – Mascagni: Iris

A rich young 
Japanese prince sees 
the girl and hears her 
sing. His passion and 
love are awakened
By the villainy of his 
satellites, he 
succeeds in stealing 
her during the poor 
blind father's 
absence.

Pietro Mascagni: Iris
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� While composing The 
Planets , Holst wrote the 
Japanese Suite at the 
request of a Japanese 
dancer named Michio Ito, 
who was appearing at the 
London Coliseum

� Holst didn't know any 
Japanese tunes, so Ito had 
to whistle some to him! Michio Ito

Holst (1874-1934): Japanese Suite
Prelude: Song of the Fishermen

Holst: Japanese Suite - Prelude
Song of the Fishermen
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Michio Ito – The Mikado

Sullivan used a version of the song "Ton-yare 
Bushi" by Ômura Masujiro in The Mikado
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Sidney Jones (1861-1946): The Geisha

The curtain rises on 
the Japanese Tea 
House of Ten 
Thousand Joys, run 
by the devious 
Wun-Hi.  
The geishas who 
staff the tea house 
are hailing a new 
day.

Sidney Jones (1861-1946): The Geisha
from the 1890s


