HEROES OF
BLACK AND WHITE




Of the many great photographers in black and
white I've selected two:

Ansel Adams

Henri Cartiér-Bresson




Ansel Adams

1902 - 1984

For sixty years Ansel Adams took photos among the
great peaks of the Yosemite National Park and the
High Sierra range

His photos became the icons, the symbols of America’s
National Park ethic

He was the great advocate of the ‘Zone System’




The Zone System

White — zone 9

Middle grey — zone 5

Black — zone O




Adams’ Techniques




Autumn Moon, High Sierra from Glacier Point, Yosemite
National Park, 1948




El Capitan, Merced
River, Clouds, Yosemite
National Park, 1952




Emerald Peak, Kings Canyon National Park, c1933




Yosemite Valley, Summer, Yosemite National Park, 1935




Moon and Half
Dome, Yosemite
National Park,
1960




Lone Pine Park, Winter Sunrise, Sierra Nevada, 1948




Half Dome, Apple Orchard, Winter, Yosemite National Park , ¢ 1930




Henri Cartier-Bresson

1908 - 2004

Renowned for his ability to capture striking and memorable
Images of people and places , while working unobtrusively
so that his subjects appear natural and unposed.

He described his personal approach to photography as
being “at one and the same time the recognition of a fact in
a fraction of a second and the rigorous arrangement of the
forms visually perceived which gives the fact expression and
significance”




Cartier-Bresson’s Techniques

 detect the significance of expressions and places
O capture the moment

O set the picture in historical and cultural framework




FRANCE—Cartiér-Bresson at the Oppedette Canyon,
1976.




FRANCE—Sunday on the banks of the River Marne, 1938.




Jean-Paul Sartre,
Pont des Arts,1946




PARIS—There was a plank
fence around some repairs
behind the Gare Saint Lazare
train station. | happened to be
peeking through a gap in the
fence with my camera at the

moment the man jumped. The
space between the planks was
not entirely wide enough for
my lens, which is the reason
why the picture is cut off on the
left, 1932.




FRANCE—The Var department in Hyeres, 1932.




RENO, Nevada
Marilyn Monroe
during the filming of
The Misfits, 1960.




PARIS—The liberation of Paris. With the help of the Forces
Francaises de I'Intérieur, a committee prepares to welcome
the Allies, 1944,




SHANGHAI, China—As the value of paper money sank, the
Kuomintang decided to distribute 40 grams of gold to each
person. Thousands waited in line for hours. The police,
equipped with the remnants of the armies of the International
Concession, made only a small gesture toward maintaining
order. Ten people were crushed to death, 1949.




WASHINGTON—1957.




FRANCE—Cartiér-Bresson with the Dalai Lama, Aug. 24, 1991.
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